
Legal Analysis Strategies – Prof. Scott Johns 
First Assignment - Spring 2020 Semester Course 

  
I. Course Introduction 
  
Welcome to Legal Analysis Strategies!  I look forward to exploring with you the analytical, 
communicative, and learning skills necessary to engage in effective legal analysis both on the bar exam 
and as a professional practitioner.   
 
As background, Legal Analysis Strategies (LAS) provides graduating students during the final semester of 
law school with instruction, guidance, and feedback to develop foundational skills necessary to achieve 
success on both the bar exam and in the legal profession as skilled learners, analysts, and problem-
solving communicators.   
 
Please note:  This course is not a substitute for a commercial bar review course.  Rather, the purpose of 
the course is to enhance your learning, analytical, and communicative abilities to provide a strong 
foundation for your subsequent preparations to achieve success on your bar exam and as future legal 
professionals. 
 
II. Course Learning Outcomes and Objectives 
  
● Understand and practice the different testing components of the bar exam 
● Understand the critical stages of, and resources for, bar exam preparation 
● Understand how you learn best and how you can harness learning science to successfully learn both as 
a bar taker and as an attorney to successfully solve legal problems for others 
● Acquire and demonstrate attorney-competence in learning substantive bar exam topics, such as torts, 
contracts and sales, constitutional law, criminal law and procedure, property law, civil procedure, and/or 
evidence 
● Acquire and demonstrate attorney-competence in performance test, bar essay, and multiple-choice 
question problem-solving techniques  
 
III. Overview of Workload Requirements/Final Exam 
 
This course will focus on several core bar exam subjects (such as torts, contracts and sales, 
constitutional law, criminal law and procedure, property law, civil procedure, and/or evidence) using 
practical problems in all three examination formats of the bar exam – essays, legal writing performance 
tests, and multiple-choice questions. For planning purposes with respect to workload (per ABA 
accreditation standards), each class requires about 3 hours of preparation to include a number of out-
of-class and in-class assessments and writing activities.  The course will culminate in a closed book final 
exam that simulates all three bar exam testing formats using subjects that we have covered together 
throughout the semester.  
 
IV. Course Materials 
 
As a foundation for our work, we will be using substantive materials contained in outlines that I will 
provide free to all enrolled students.  I will also provide occasional class handouts or reading excerpts 
(all available electronically on our course platform and/or on library reserve).  There are no required 
texts to purchase.  Please note: There might be a slight fee of around $20 for a spaced repetition 



program (details to follow). 
 
V. Optional Texts and Videos/Materials 
 
If you’d like to work with supplemental materials about multiple-choice analysis and essay writing, I 
recommend two excellent texts as optional books:  (1) a multiple-choice workbook by Steve Emanuel 
entitled Strategies and Tactics for the MBE: 6th Edition; and (2) an essay workbook by Mary Basick and 
Tina Schindler entitled Essay Exam Writing for the California Bar Exam.  Both are readily available 
through online sources.  In addition, there are optional free video lectures, handouts, essay questions, 
and MBE questions for each of the subjects used in this course, available at: 
https://www.themisbar.com/law-school-essentials  (just register yourself for free).  
 
VI. First Class Preparation: 
 
• Research your state bar exam content, dates, location, testing format, cut score, and grading system 
(holistic or point system) 
• Search through the bar examiner’s website at. http://www.ncbex.org/exams/ube/ to find the MEE, 
MPT, and MBE subject matter outlines and free question examples 
• Get the scoop from Jeff Adachi about creating successful study tools and successful memorization for 
the bar exam (please see attached Memorization Handout) 
• Circulate the attached handout to friends, family, co-workers, and supervisors so that your fan base 
understands what it takes to be a successful bar learner (please see attached Friends and Family 
Handout) 
• Articulate (a) what activities you should engage in as a student to help you achieve success as a 
learner, (b) what activities I should engage in as your teacher to help you achieve success as a learner, 
and (c) explain why those activities support meaningful learning based on reading the following two (2) 
research articles (describing optimal cognitive skills for learning and the best psychological approaches 
to enhance your learning):  
 

(1) J. Dunlosky, “Strengthening the Student Tool Chest: Study Strategies to Boost Learning,” available 
at:  

https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/periodicals/dunlosky.pdf 
 

(2) C. Dweck, G. Walton, G. Cohen, “Academic Tenacity: Mindsets and Skills that Promote Long-Term 
Learning,” available at:   

https://ed.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/manual/dweck-walton-cohen-2014.pdf 
  
Note: Please be ready for a pop quiz based on this first LAS assignment.   
 
VII.  Conclusion 
 
My goal is to help you succeed in all that you do and in all that you are.  Indeed, I am thrilled to have the 
opportunity to work with each of you throughout this semester.  Please let me know if you have any 
questions at all.  If you’d like to get to know a bit about what I’ve been learning, here’s a blog about my 
experience just before this summer’s bar exam:  
https://lawprofessors.typepad.com/academic_support/2019/08/obstacles-or-opportunities.html   
 
Welcome again to Legal Analysis Strategies! 


